Changes of lipofuscin-like pigments in erythrocytes and spleen after whole-body gamma irradiation of rats.
Whole-body gamma irradiation of rats induced the formation of lipofuscin-like pigments in erythrocytes. Erythrocytes that were damaged by oxidation were scavenged in the spleen, and lipofuscin-like pigments were transferred from erythrocytes to the spleen during this process. The time course of lipofuscin-like pigments in erythrocytes and spleen indicates that the pigments were not induced by the action of free radicals produced by ionizing radiation but rather were a sequela of postirradiation metabolic changes.